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CHURCH AND STATE

God, politics
and taxes

H OCT. 31 LAST YEAR, the

Suiday before the 2004 pres-

idential election, a former
Texas lepislator named Rick Green
spoke before 3,500 congregants at
the Calvary Chapel, an evangelical
church in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.
“Wore for rightennsness,” Mr, Green
utged, and directed people to yoters
puides published by the conserva-
tive Christian Cealilion thal were
on display in the hallway of the
church,

Meanwhile, in St. Paul, Minn., at
the Mativity of Our Lord Catholic
hurch, the Rev. Christopher Wen-
the did not mention either Presi-
dent George W, Bush or his Bemoc-
ratic challenger, Sen. John F. Kerry
of Massachugelts, He simply de-
clired that love of humanity “mist
begin with the protection of 1ife,
from congeption to natural birth.”

Across lhe counlry in Pagadena,
Calif, at All Saints Episcopal
Churchy former Réctor George F,
Hegas delivered a guest sermon. He
sald thal “good petple of profound
faith" sould vote foreither candi-
date, bul then proceeded to blast
br. Bush's policies on Iraq and tax
puts for the wealthy.

Three churches, three sermons.
The first two were reported by The
New York Times, the third by The
Los Angeles Times. Now one of
these churches has been notified by
the Internal Revenue Service that it
may have its tax-exempl status re-
voked for violating that part of the
tax code that prohibits tax-exempt
orpanizations, including churches,
roppdntervening in political cam-
paigns aod clections.

(uexs which oned

Those with suspicious, or perhaps
cymteal, minds will guess that the
IRS has pulitical mulivations for
singling out All Saints, one of
Southern California’s largest and
most liberal congregations. “It
seems ludicrous to sugpest that =
pastor cannot preach ahout the val-
ue of promoting peace simply be-
cause the nation happens 1o be at
war during an election season,” the
church’s tax attorney, Marcus
Owens, a former head of the IRS’s
lax-excmpl-section, told the LA,
Times.

The numhber of churches getting
warnings has increased in recent
years, M Owens said, as the IRS
has delegated more authority to
frontling agents, whom he says are
ignotant of the Jaw. All lax-exempt
prEganizations, including churches,
are forbidden from engaging in par-
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LETTERS FROM READERS

Veteran's day parade:
Where were you?

As 2 paralyzed veteran, this was my
fourth year participating in the down-
town Veterans' Day paradein St.
Louis. This year we had 12 veterans in
wheelchairs in the parade represent-
ing the Gateway Chapter, Paralyzed
Veterans of Ametica Agzain this vear
there were more people in the parade
than there were spectators.

We now have more than 2,000 de-
ceased soldiers and 15000 injured sol-
diers in the Iraq war, and the Veterans
Administration budget is shamefully
underfunded for fiscal year 2006.

I am dismayed that I continue to
see an overall kack of concern and ap-
preciation for veterans and those sol-
diers today in harm’s way.

Stanley 0. Brown | DesPeres
Presedenl, Gateway Chapher, Paratyred
Veterans of Amenica

More harmiul

Regarding “Kid stuff? Maybe not?
(Nov. 3) aboul Francis Howell High
School students writing on the road:
How many accidents have occurred
that cun be Hoked to the geafii? How
many tudents have been injured
while in the act?

The streats of St Louis city are 'not
safe. As a wheelehair user, T ean albest
to that Curb culs are often pliced in-
appropriately. They are placed so that
a wheelchalr user must go off the
sidewalk and into traffic (o access
them. This is mappropriste and dan-
EETONE,

The sidewalks that are available in
the city are too dangerous for people
who use wheelchairs. Some sidewalks
have large gaps that are dangerous.
Potholes are another hindrance to
people with disabilities, whether
walking or in a wheelchair. Wheel-
chairs can get stuck in the potholes,

I hope people understand better the
trials and tribulations of disability. Ms.
Bansen was a greal friend, and 1 loow
shewonld have wanted something
pasitive to come out of this, Let's
hope it's social change.

Alison M. Chancellor | Flopissant

Self-serving story

The headline “Ts Jimmy Massey
telling the truth about Iruge” (Mo, 6)
15 embarrassing,

The self-serving conclusions and

' judgments were not verified, Military

represenlatives with no information
condemned Mr. Massey. “U'here wag
nn mention that military information
is frequently full of lies, or that em-
bedded journalists are propagandists
for the military.

The Ametican people deserve bet-
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Tinadll Ui g, AIL pALEL LA, SRl
Orwens said, thiz has come to mean
that while religious gproups may dis-
cussvalues they see as important,
they cannol specifically endorse or
corndemn candidates, This is a fair
way to walk a fine line between two
important First Amendment rights.
UOnly once in recent history has
the IRS actually stripped a church
of its tax-exempt status — and thal
was & consetvative church that was
punished when a Democrat became
president. On the other hand, the
Church at Pierce Creek in Bingham-
ton, MY, clearly crossed the line
when it took out a $65000 full-page
ad in ITSA Today in 1992, calling
Democtatic President Bitl Clinton a
sinner unfit for the presidency.
In‘the case of his sermon at All

Saints, Father Regas avoided co-
dorsing eithet candidate, though his
condemnation of ene candidate’s
policles was clear, The same 15 troe
for Eather Wente's sermon in St
Paul and Mr. Green's remarks in
Vort Lauderdale. That the law was
applied differently suggests that
cooler heads at the TRS in Washing-
Lo shiould review their agents'
“work before the embarrassment be-
gins.

AL TY aatallY iR AR AN AR

have verurred in front of the school
by vehicles attempling Lo exit the
school grounds and colliding with
speeding traffic on Highway 942 I'm
aware of scveral serious accidents
that have happened just in the last
few yedrs,

Francis Howell has been working
with the Missouri Department of
Transportation on the installation ofa
stoplight at the entrance of the school
grounds, yet no plans or contracts
have yet been completed. This isa
true safety hazard for students and
residents as they travel down High-
way 24, Why is this issue being ip-
nored?

A story about graffits seems trivial
by comparison. Francis Howell is &
wuonderful school with proud tradi-
tinng: lets not focus on teen pranks,

Vivian Koester | 5t Charles Counlty

Unsafe sidewalks

Elizabeth Bansen was a vibrant young
woman who used & wheelchalr to do
her everyday tasks and died because
of it She was killed when she was hit
by an SUV on Delmar Boulevard,
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Richard Worthen | Alton tradict
gence
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1 mient :
Simple answer el
My reaction to the question posed in Chene
the headline, “Why did the press fail fowilz
to check Masscy's stories? (Now, 6) mitag
was, “Well, duh.” Many journalists are  Rober
of a liberal mindset and are against Ly poc
the war it Iraq, thus, news stories that  crats.
show the LLS. military ina bad Lipht
will aften be printed first and checked  Jerom
later, Simple queston, simple answer.
Lisa Grommiet | i kwiad ARG
Badi
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Windfall taxes .
While it is true that our oil compa- shock
nics, cuergy companies and utilities propl
have enjoyed caotmous profits be- s
cauge nf the meteoric rise in cnergy Tran,
costs, onr governmental anthoritics 1.
that leyy taxes on gas and other forms son fi
of energy ulso lhave eojoyed windfall — of im|
income. Since these laxing authorities force.
have enjoved similar economic wind-  (hat 1
falls us cucrgy providers, they should  thatly
set aside a substantial portion of these  Amer
Bl
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Running out of time

HI NUMBERS that tumble off
& the page of the state’s most Te-
= cent cvaluation of the 5t. Lowds
‘sehoids are hearl brealing — and infu-
vating. They tell the statistical story of
failure, of promise wasted, of young
livesdead-caded before adulthood.
‘The Missouri Department of Elemen-
taty and Secondary Education reported
tlils month that the St Louis Public
Schouls have fallen even further behind
state performance standards. The steep
road aliead to full accreditation by 2008
i an almost impossible climb,
Thes reason the SL Louls schools are
rited so badly ix that they are failing to
edncate most of the students in middle

and high school. The sharp rise in the
performance of elementary school chil-
dren in math, communications and sci-
ence would offer some hope for the fu-
ture. But those students will be fun-
neled into schools that are getting
worse, not better.

Al the time of the state’s 2001 report
on the St Louis schools, the percentage
of graduates sconng at or sbove the ne-
tiomal average on the ACT college test
wis a dismal 12,6 percent. It now has
sunk to 9.1 percent. In 2001, the percent-
age of students dropping oul was 8.6
percent; now the rate has soared to a
scandalous 157 percent. That means

school drapped out in the most recent
year. The graduation rate, up sliphtly
from 2040, is still an abysmal 58.0 per-
cent.

Meanwhile, there has been almost na
improvement in the petformance of
middle and high school students on the
Missouri Assessment Program test. By
high school, only 3.5 percent of the stu-
dents test as advanced or proficient in
math; 6.2 percent in communications
arts and 1.4 percent in science. What
chance do these children have to go on
1o cellege and (o get more than a mini-
mum-wage jobi

St. Louis School Board President Dar-
netta Clinkseale says she s confident
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